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SUB J : RESUMPTION OF CANAL TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: 

FOREIGN MINISTER'S COMMENTS ON SAN 
CLEMENTE ANNOUNCEMENT 

REF: A) PANAMA 0020; B) FBIS PANAMA 301442Z DEC 73 

1. THERE FOLLOWS AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF FOREIGN 
MINISTER JUAN ANTONIO TACK'S COMMENTS, WHICH WERE 
GIVEN PROMINENT TREATMENT IN NEARLY ALL PANAMANIAN 
PAPERS ON DECEMBER 30 AND 31, FOLLOWING PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S ANNOUNCEMENT ON DECEMBER 28 AT SAN CLEMENTE 
CONCERNING HIS INTENTION TO SEEK LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING 
THE TRANSFER OF OLD AND NEW FRANCE FIELDS TO PANAMANIAN 
JURISDICTION. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: ACCORDING TO THE STATEMENT WHICH 
PRESIDENT NIXON HAS RELEASED, HE INTENDS TO SUBMIT TO THE 
U.S. CONGRESS CERTAIN LEGISLATION AIMED AT BRINGING 

UP TO DATE RELATIONS BETWEEN PANAMA AND THE UNITED STATES 
REGARDING THAT PART OF PANAMANIAN TERRITORY WHICH IS 
KNOWN AS THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE. THIS WOULD COMPLEMENT 
THE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS REGARDING A NEW 
TREATY CONCERNING THE INTEROCEANIC CANAL WHICH IS, UN- 
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QUESTIONABLY, FUNDAMENTAL TO PANAMA IN OUR PERMANENT 
STRUGGLE FOR THE ABROGATION OF THE 1903 TREATY. 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


"IN THE TERMS OF THAT STATEMENT THE LEGISLATIVE PRO- 
POSALS WERE RECOMMENDED TO PRESIDENT NIXON BY AMBASSADOR 
ELLSWORTH BUNKER, WHO TOLD ME DURING THE MEETINGS HE HELD 
WITH ME IN PANAMA AT THE END OF LAST MONTH THAT HE WOULD 
DO THIS. 

".EVERYTHING SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT IT IS A QUESTION OF 
STRICTLY UNILATERAL MEASURES WHICH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
HAS DECIDED TO ADOPT TO INDICATE A NEW ATTITUDE TOWARD 
PANAMA IN THE SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS 
REGARDING THE TREATY CONCERNING THE INTEROCEANIC CANAL 
WHICH SHOULD BE CONTINUED ON THE BASIS OF THE DEEPEST 
RESPECT FOR THE DIGNITY OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. END 
QUOTE. 

3. COMMENT. TACK AVOIDED CAREFULLY SPECIFIC 
REFERENCE TO THE PROPERTIES AND LOTTERY AND STRESSED THE 
FACT THAT U.S. LEGISLATION (TIME CONSUMING) IS REQUIRED, 
PERHAPS TO AVOID FALSE HOPES. HE POINTS UP THE 
UNILATERAL ASPECT OF THE PROPOSAL, "COMPLEMENTARY" 

TO THE NEGOTIATIONS, AS EVIDENCE OF A NEW AND FRESH 
ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THE USG IN DEALING WITH PANAMA. 

BUT HE DOES NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THAT WHICH IS "FUNDAMENTAL" 
FOR PANAMA - THE TERMINATION OF THE 1903 TREATY. TACK'S 
GUARDED STATEMENT APPEARS DESIGNED TO WARD OFF CHARGES 
(ALREADY ON THE RUMOR CIRCUIT) OF "SELL OUT" FROM PRESENT 
AND POTENTIAL POLITICAL OPPONENTS OF THE GOP. 

DANIELS 
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